Added to these features are the characteristic forms of aedeagus and ovipositor that are shown in figure 7Q ,g-k.
Meligethes rufimanus LeConte Figure 77 ,a-e As in figure 77 ,g-j, with median lobe almost parallel-sided, scarcely broadened near the apex; the tegmen feebly broadened.
The characters of greatest value are the form of the ovipositor, the shape and size of the antennal club, and the color of the pronotum. The elytra and undersurface exhibit no differences of note, while the variance in shape of the aedoagi, though deemed worth recording, is in practice so slight as to be of little value as a distinguishing character.
It will be observed that no reference has been made to the extent and degree of explanation of the sides of the pronotum, a character which has been given prominent place by previous authors but which, in the writer's opinion, is too variable and difficult of interpretation to be of use in diagnosis.
The variability of both species must again be stressed, and it must be conceded that an occasional example of either will externally so resemble the other that certain determination, unless by means of the ovipositor in the female, will be impossible.
The question of color variation was considered in some detail by Ext (1920, pp. 35-36) The characters by which M. simplipes Easton ma,y be distinguished from M. rufimanus LeConte (= mutatus Harold) were considered at the time of its original description (Easton, 1947 Easton, 1951) 
